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About Old 'l‘lme-.

Z/?&a BorTil llmm Jan 24, 1870.

. Editors of Gazelle & Conrier.:—In your paper
of"August 24; you say when speaking of Rev,
Himtn Meade, that he * was prreatly beloved du-
rinw his nine ycars ecttlumu:r nt Ila&lq.) Fulls,”
‘I know of no such pluce as' Iadley Falls in this
| region. ~ Will fou tell us where Hadley Fulls Is
located ? |
Rev. Mr. Mm.dc was pnr-tor nf the Flrst Con-
gregational charch In South Hadley, and .as you
emarked was greatly belpaed, but the First
Church is four miles north ol the village of South
Hadley Falle. If you were giving to a stranger
the location of the Williston Seminary, would
you. tell him that it was located f» Hampton ? «
About the same time a correspondent of}ou,ns
who I believe eigned his communieation L. W.,
says that after tue exceution of Dalcy and Halll

"If I am not correct about this, then some of my

gan; the name of the plain on which they suffer-
'ed, was cvor afeer callcd Gallows Plain.

I dld not know of this and in my communleca-
tions have referred to it as Pancake Plain. I
knew very well, that strangers geocrally, called
it GaHwau Plain or,hill, but I have never beard
lt. called 8o by Northampton people, and I will
stake my reputation as a guesser, that if. in'the
records of your town meetings there are any al-
lusions to the plain, it is called Pancake Plain,

expressions will be bardly 'understood. As we
ars on the subject of pames, and- as at present
Pleasant street seems rather uvappropriate to the
one to which it is applied, I wounld suggest the
propriety of another cham;c. as the "two "baild-

ings which stand on Lither corner of whal was
once the Jail yard, are suggeslive of any lhlng
but pleasantness, and the buildings, piles of lum-
ber, &c., on the opposite ¢lde add but little to
the beauty of the strect. The steeet alluded to,
has bad severul numes within my konowledge,
guch as'Jall 8t., Bartlett 8t., Comfort 8t., and as
I was abont to propose another, It occurred to
me that incongruous names was & city fashion,
For instance, in Boston they have Haymarket
Bquare, & regular triangle, Church Green, pdved

with-cobble stoncs with nothing green about it, !

conclude that It may as well be called pleasant
8s any thing else, even If it Is not so.
' I saw In the GAZETTE not long sgo, that some '

and séveral equally Inappropriate names, so I =

person bas given a new name to astreot In 8duth —
Hadley, bitherto known as Cooper Lane, hegives

it the more euphonious cognomen of * Silver 1
street.”” Thls is all well if the dcn}zcns of that |



llocallon have enough of.the chink to 'back it up,
ﬁand if not it is well I think, for our records say
that it was originally fald out twelve roods, four
und a half inches wide.< Have you anything in
your records more exact than that? ~Pretty good
width for a lane. Y il o

In the eame papcr from which I copled the re-
mark in relation to Rev. Mr. Meade, I findamong
'scraps of old times. history, the followlng “fo the
bill of expenses for banging Daley and Halligan.
“To cash paid A. ‘Pomeroy for dinner for clergy-
‘men, $3.00.” Now, lest It should. be: thought
that this €3,00 was wasted on Roman Catholic '
clergymen, I will bere state ‘thaf I kave been in-
formed that A. Pomeroy refused entertainment
to Bighop Cheverus because he, was -a Catbuolic.
Mr. Joseph Clarke, then livini at the lower end
of Pleasant street, heuring of the fact, sent word,
to the Bishop that he would-be cared for at his
house if he choge. The Bishop gladly accepted
the offer and Mr. Clarke's house was his home
whih.. Le remained in Northampton.

- uis heretical act Mr. Clarke, a]though not
excommunicated from: ‘the church, was pretty
severely censured by some of his brethren and al-
though within & few yeara from the time his wife
diced, bis house was struck by* lightning, and for -
aughtI know. his cattle -died and' blighted was -
bis corn, yet in all this heé failed to rccognize the' |
hand of Providence chastising him for his heresy.

Mr. Clarke was & .peculiar man, always clothed
in Quuker garb, he paid little regard to the be-
hests of fashion. It would have excited but lit-
tle surprise in Northamptor, to have seen ‘him’
walking.slde by side with the dignitaries of the.
court, (who frequently boarded with him) and if
a'rainy day with a frock * white as the driven ’
snow,” a pair of etriped linen or ‘cotton pants,
‘rolled nearly up to his krees, without shocs or
‘stockings. I recollect of frequently hearing such
remarks a8 this: “If Mr. Clarke, should lose
liis wife I think he would wear Lis drab coat to
the funeral.”  And he did.

il He was a rigld- te atotaler, 8 wondcr for those
' days, pure witer was his only’ drink, wine or
strony drinks were not pt.rmitt,ed fp- his, housc.
Belng, quite rick at one time, his phyeician ad-
viced Dhim to take some brandy. ‘“Shall I die if
I don't take it," was his query. “I fesr you
will,”” wae the reply. ¢ Then I'll die,” -was his
ready response. But he-neither dicd no; took the
brandy at that time.




He built a large barn and it was a question
whether it could be raiaed without the aid ofar-
dent spirifs. Cake was substituted and the barn,
was rhised. It wag said at the tine that it was
the best barn in town. The people said "he had”
pews for his cows, as he bad . a separate spart-
ment for each cow. The barn.was burned a few.
years gince.. Tlefused to raise silk WOrms, and.
‘had a Jarge hux!d!n«r for that purpose in the, 1mead-
ows, near where the railroad pow. crosses,, Iis
maunner of raising andjfeeding 11fe w’(;::ms; was to
plant the mulbcrr) seeds in drills, and when two
or three fect high, cut them with a eickle and
spread them on the boxes lor ciscs containing.
the worms, The cotoons were gencrally made
into sewing eilk. He once su]t some recled silk
to Europefand bad it manufactured, and a dress
was made of it for his wife. JThe dress after her
death was ;zivcn to the mothcr of the wr:ter who .
was her sister.. The late Dr. Dan#@l Stebbins
prevailed on Ine to let him have what was left of
it.  As the Mulberry fever was raging at that
time and the Dr. had T bad, I let him bave it
in"Liopes_ that it would work a cure, ‘but it only
made the fever worse. It was very heavy, resem-
h]in;__ what was then ealled gilk, camlet.! I might
say more ibout the p}(_ulmntme of Mr. Clarke,
but I shall refrain from doing so, 18 I bave alrea-
dy eaid morc:than I imcnded to when I comn-
menced. ' -

It would seem rather quter ln thesc.da\s to bo
told that a persopio. ‘conscientious as to refuse to
harbor” a persogp whose religious creed differs
from his own, did not hesitate to deal out gpirit-
uous liquors without stint to any one who call-
ed, even on the 8 th. ‘But thetimesand cus-
toms have changed. '

. Asaliel Pomcroy was a man universally re-
spected and beloved.  As ‘laté-as 1822 (and I
don’t know but at.lll later), he was one of the
Selectmen of the town, he at that time being
' seventy-three years old. He was generally one
~of the s¢hool committee as far.back: as ™ can ré-
member. Ile died March 22, 1833, aged 84 yearss,
The house between the Smith Clmntlu building
and the railroad- ‘crossing was built by bim, I
should thivk about 1804, A wing of the'old
house that- was removed to make way for the
| present one, was removed on to what was once
my-father’s garden, and I presume it.is there now.
If there I8 a one-story gambrel roofed house in
Hawley 8t., it must be the one, .




I would not be. understood to say that ﬂfr.
Pomeroy ata}cd aWay from church to.sell liquors,:

or for any other CIIIJGL. on the contrary, he might

invariably be found’ there. I recollect well’ Lliow
heappeared. The large congregition kept their
scats while the choir were singing. He, alone
stood up and faced the choir, ‘the tears rolling’
down his face like rain, but I suppose he did
not cry for the same reason that the old Scotth
woman did. ~Being asked by her minister why
she always cried when he sang, . she eaid ** be re-
minded her of her poor jackass that died, and’ she
could na help it.”” The singing when led by Mr.
Huntington, Ithought could hardly be bettered,
and I think that those persons who are old
enough to remember it, will agree with me in
thinking it never has been,.not even by Dr. Lu-
cas. 1 bave mentioned the fact'-of Mr. Pome-
roy’s Fellmg liquor merely to show in. what a
different light such things are viewed now from

what they were at that time, not that I coneid- "

ered any disparagement to iim. He was, I'think
ustly honored for his lntcgmy and , constant
pl(*t}. Hig official capacity was duly apprcc:atcd
b) his féllow townemen.

| “Ia spmkmz of Mr. Clnrke, _I"enld‘mmct_]'l_ln"z .

about the *‘dignitaries of the court,” and jt

should be remembered that fhere 'was much

wreater deference paid to rank and station then
than now-a days. . Here, in South Hadley, they
voted in town inecling in 1734, that the meet-
ing house be scated- nccording to rateable estate,
regard being bad to perscnage and- ability.; In

1743 they *‘ voted that Wm. Montague ¢it in the

first or highest pew with the men, and his wife
in the highest pew with the womcn,” and * Mad-
awr Woodbridge in the pew next to the pulpit.”

As the pews were on a level it required a vote
of the town to tell ‘which was the highest.

goes to show that in many -of his ideas he was
in adyance of the age in which he lived. It is
not 1ccessary to suppose that Mr. Pomeroy was
in any - behind the times. I don’t believe that
he would have been guiity of retailing the poi-
son now sold under thename of spirituous lig-

liquors. Perhaps I_puﬂ'hf to say that ‘he was

induced to refuseentertainment to Bishop Chev-.

crus, like our great pmﬂ'enltor, by his better
‘half. Mr. Pomeroy would- not.have been able

to sleep a wink under the eame roof with a .

.

Cuatholic Prlcst ’ -~ ",

While what I bave written about Mr. Clarke -

uors. The times have chavged and so have the . |
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